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Other Minds presents 
Dennis Russell Davies and Maki Namekawa—Music for Two Pianos 

Featuring Works by Philip Glass, J. S. Bach and other composers 
Thursday, October 11, 2007, 8 pm • Herbst Theatre, San Francisco 

 
September 21, 2007, San Francisco, CA Ñ  Other Minds presents renowned conductor and pianist Dennis 
Russell Davies and partner Maki Namekawa in a special recital of works for two pianos by Philip Glass 
(Six Scenes from Les Enfants Terribles) and J. S. Bach (transcriptions by Gyšrgy Kurt‡g). The concert, a 
benefit for Other Minds, also features the U.S. Premieres of Dialogue for Two Pianos by Balduin Sulzer 
(Austria) and China West Suite by Chen Yi (China/U.S.), and the West Coast Premiere of Sunlight by San 
Francisco composer Adam Fong. The pianists, along with composers Glass, Chen and Fong, will share 
their thoughts about the music in a pre-concert discussion hosted by Other Minds Artistic Director 
Charles Amirkhanian. The concert takes place on Thursday, October 11, 2007, at 8 pm, preceded at 7 pm 
by the panel discussion, at Herbst Theatre, War Memorial Performing Arts Center, 401 Van Ness Ave. (at 
McAllister), San Francisco. Tickets ($20-$50) are available at City Box Offi ce, (415) 392-4400, 
www.cityboxoffi ce.com. For complete concert information, visit www.otherminds.org. 
 
The acclaimed piano duo of Dennis Russell Davies and Maki Namekawa has released four-hands 
recordings of The Magic Flute and Fidelio (both arranged by Alexander Zemlinsky) on the Avi label, as 
well as Music 4 Hands on Orange Mountain, featuring Piano Phase by Steve Reich and Six Scenes from 
Les Enfants Terribles by Philip Glass. Formed in 2003, the duo has been lauded for their "gracefully 
ornamented readings" of Kurt‡g's Bach transcriptions, and the "beautifully tactile quality" of their 
arrangements of Glass's opera (NY Times). 
 
The acclaimed piano duo of Dennis Russell Davies and Maki Namekawa has released four-hands 
recordings of The Magic Flute and Fidelio (both arranged by Alexander Zemlinsky) on the Avi label, as 
well as Music 4 Hands on Orange Mountain, featuring Piano Phase by Steve Reich and Six Scenes from 
Les Enfants Terribles by Philip Glass. Formed in 2003, the duo has been lauded for their "gracefully 
ornamented readings" of Kurt‡g's Bach transcriptions, and the "beautifully tactile quality" of their 
arrangements of Glass's opera (NY Times). 

Acclaimed for his "interpretive boldness, technical precision and penetrating intellect," Dennis Russell 
Davies is known as a masterful conductor, as well as a superb pianist. Recognized for his command of 
both traditional and contemporary music, Davies, who is considered at the forefront of the orchestral and 
operatic worlds, is sought out by orchestras, composers and artists alike for his imaginative 
collaborations, and is regarded as an innovative force in classical music. Davies was Music Director and 
Conductor of Santa Cruz's Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music for 17 years, and is in San Francisco 
this Fall to conduct the premiere of Philip Glass' "Appomattox" at San Francisco Opera. A frequent guest 
conductor with major orchestras and opera companies worldwide, Davies is Chief Conductor and Music 
Director of the Bruckner Orchester Linz, and Chief Conductor of the Linz Opera. He is also Professor of 
Orchestral Conducting at the Salzburg Mozarteum, and is the Conductor Laureate of the Stuttgart 



Chamber Orchestra. In the United States, he holds the title of Conductor Laureate of the American 
Composers Orchestra, which he co-founded 30 years ago. 

Maki Namekawa is a leading figure among a group of young artists in Germany today who have brought 
new music by leading international composers into the mainstream of German concert activity. As a 
soloist and a chamber musician equally at home in classical and contemporary repertoire, Namekawa 
performs regularly at international venues, and frequently records for major German radio networks. Her 
past and upcoming engagements as a soloist include performances of SchnittkeÕs Concerto for Piano and 
String Orchestra (Stuttgart), SchoenbergÕs Piano Concerto (Linz), ShostakovichÕs Piano Concerto No. 2 
(Munich), CarterÕs Piano Concerto “Dialogues” (Basel) and LigetiÕs Piano Concerto (Linz). Namekawa 
studied piano at the Kunitachi Conservatory with Mikio Ikezawa and Henriette Puig-Roget 
(Conservatoire de Paris). She has continued her studies with Werner Genuit and Kaya Han (University of 
Music Karlsruhe), Edith Picht-Axenfeld, Gyšrgy Kurt‡g, Dr. Stefan Litwin (University of Music 
Saarland), Pierre-Laurent Aimard (Hochschule fŸr Musik Kšln) and Florent Boffard (Ensemble 
Intercontemporain). In addition to her performance schedule, Namekawa teaches at the Music 
Universities in Karlsruhe and SaarbrŸcken, and in 2002 premiered several new compositions as an 
instructor at the International Summer Course for New Music in Darmstadt. 

Other Minds wishes to thank the Ross McKee Foundation and Sherman Clay & Co. for their generous 
support of this concert. 

Coming up from Other Minds Ñ  On Friday, November 2 at 8 pm, Other Minds, in association with the 
Italian Cultural Institute of San Francisco and the Goethe-Institut San Francisco, presents John Cage: 18 
Microtonal Ragas “Solo for Voice 58” from Song Books (1970), featuring dhrupad vocalist Amelia 
Cuni, with percussion by Raymond Kaczynski and Federico Sanesi, and composer Werner Durand 
establishing traditional Indian drones and performing on electronics. The concert is at St. JohnÕs 
Presbyterian Church, 2727 College Ave. (3 blocks north of Ashby), Berkeley.  
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